The Two Cultures [Wikipedia]
The Two Cultures is the title of an influential 1959 Rede Lecture by British scientist and novelist C.P. Snow. Its thesis was that the breakdown of communication between the "two cultures" of modern society — the sciences and the humanities — was a major hindrance to solving the world's problems. As a trained scientist who was also a successful novelist, Snow was well placed to pose the question.

The talk was in the Senate House, Cambridge, and subsequently published as The Two Cultures and the Scientific Revolution. The lecture and book expanded upon an article Snow wrote for New Statesman magazine, published October 1956, also entitled "The Two Cultures". Published in book form, Snow's lecture was widely read and discussed on both sides of the Atlantic, leading him to write a follow-up, The Two Cultures: A Second Look (1963).
Snow himself, in his reconsideration, backed off some way from his dichotomized declarations. In his 1963 book he talked more optimistically about the potential of a mediating 'third culture'. 
This concept was later picked up in the 1995 book The Third Culture: Beyond the Scientific Revolution by John Brockman.

Macy Conferences [Wikipedia]
The ten Macy Conferences between 1946 and 1953 were the first organized approach to interdisciplinary, spawning breakthroughs in systems theory and leading to the foundation of what later was to be known as cybernetics. They were organized by the Josiah Macy, Jr. Foundation. The participants were leading scientists from a wide range of fields. Casual recollections of several participants stress the communicative difficulties in the beginning, giving way to the gradual establishment of a common language powerful enough to communicate the intricacies of the various fields of expertise present.

The scientist participating in all or most of the conferences are known as the "core group". They include:

Gregory Bateson / anthropologist 

Julian Bigelow / electro technician 

Heinz von Foerster / biophysicist 

Lawrence K. Frank / social scientist 

Ralph W. Gerard / neurophysiologist 

Molly Harrower / psychologist 

Lawrence Kubie / psychiatrist 

Paul Lazarsfeld / sociologist 

Kurt Lewin / psychologist 

Warren McCulloch (chair) / psychiatrist 

Margaret Mead / anthropologist 

John von Neumann / mathematician 

Walter Pitts / mathematician 

Arturo Rosenblueth / physiologist 

Leonard J. Savage / mathematician 

Norbert Wiener / mathematician 

In addition to the core group several invited guests participated in the conferences. Amongst many others:

Claude Shannon / information theorist 

Max Delbrück / geneticist and biophysicist

