Dear family and friends,                                            December 12, 2019
Early New Year’s morning, 2019, approaching Ida’s house, I was thrilled to see an 
opossum crossing her street.   An hour later, on Linebrook Road, Ida, Mollie, and I 
picked up a good year-bird: Evening Grosbeak. 
In March my cousin Kathy McCann and I toured Vietnam, my first visit to Asia. 
I celebrated Easter with Irene, and we had some nice get-togethers with Anne this 
year too.  
In May I birded Southern France, Avignon to Toulouse via the Camargue, with 
Stauffer Miller, his friend, and our intrepid guide Tristan.Guillosson. 
In July I attended the US Go Congress in Madison Wisconsin, followed by a few 
days in Oak Park, IL. I spent the free day at the Congress with Marie and Larry. 
I directed the Massachusetts Go Association’s Winter, Spring, Summer, and Fall 
Tournaments, as well as the Senior Tournament within the US Go Congress. 
In Oct. my new-found half-brother, Ed, visited me.  His visit happened to overlap 
Ida’s  (1928-2019) Celebration of Life at the Ipswich River Wildlife Sanctuary.  

I zipped down to NYC on Amtrak for a whirlwind theater and museum weekend 
with Buffy and four of her friends.  I walked everywhere.   Buffy had a cable 
malfunction with her snap-on BATEC motor.  Big shout-out to Spokesman 
Cycles, 49 W. 36th Street in Midtown. The two Spanish-speaking mechanics 
creatively fixed Buffy’s wheelchair problem. 
Kathy McCann visited me for a 4-day reading holiday in the Fall.  We both read 
alone, then got together for walking and meals. Very Bloomsbury!
I hosted a small Thanksgiving dinner with a new friend and an old friend. 
I did the 2018 Christmas Count with Ida. During the 2019 Birdathon with me & 
Jonathan, Ida fielded a phone call from her visiting nurse, giving her a heads up 
that she was on her way to Ida’s house. Ida: “I told you I don’t need you anymore!  
I’m not at home!”  We were in the Conn. River Valley. Ida had been released from 
Mass General 4 days earlier.  I did Glenn’s Berkshire weekend & his Plymouth 
Beach and Airport trips. I racked up photos of 150 MA species.in 2019. 
I hope Nancy Pelosi’s prayers for the President work, because the government is 
upon his shoulders.
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                                    eva@theworld.com 
My book and movie lists, my webpage on birding France, a graphic saga about 
discovering Ed, and all my Christmas cards past,  are at  http://theworld.com/~eva                                                                             
