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Wuskington, D C. 30626

OFPICE OF BINERGY PROJBCTS Project No. 2790-049
Booit Hydropower, Inc.

Mz. Kevia M. Webb
Boott Fydropower, Inc. MAY 2 8 7008
Omc Tech Drive, Saite 220

 Andover, MA 01810

Subject: Complaint Concerning Pawtucket Dam
Dear Mr. Webb:

In order to respond to complsints of several residents along the Clay Pit
ymmumawmmmmwamw ential
’impact water surface elevations along the Clay Pit Brook. ‘We requested that you

A. Backwater Study

_ According to the smdy plen filed on March 24, 2008, the stady ropost is due
on May 15, 2008. In an April 30, 2008 c-padl, you stated that there would be &
two week delay in submitting the report becanse of the need to obtain throngh 2

_survey corect data on cutvert sizcs and clevations along the Clay Pit Brook.
However, the report is now due on May 25, 2008. In a May 23, 2008 e-mail. you
stated that the survey was compicted on May 16, 2008, and the surveyor would
deliver the data to your consultant on May 23, 2008. After that you will submit a
text of the roport and tabular results by June 16, 2008, and the final report along
with imumdation maps by June 29, 2008, Given the nature of concems about the
operation of your project, it is impesative that you submit the study report as soon

B. Flashboards

In the course of our review of the flooding complaint, we found a
license for the project anthorizes 5-foot (ft) high collapsible flashboards on the
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Pawtncket Dam supported by 5-fi-high pins (éhe height of the pins is exclusive of
2 6.5 inches scction embedded in the pin holes). The pins are 1 3/4 inch in

(avesage) centers.

Accarding to your Febraary 25, 2008 letter, the existing flasbboards
. consist of 4 f# by 8 £t shoots of Wmmmmﬁmm@ﬁmﬂ:moﬁ
: -mmwlﬁmmwpwm&ewms&dehcim,.ﬁfawﬁﬁns;m
S the supporting pins extend only to the top of the first 4 £t of the flaghboards, You
Zﬁafm.wﬁnhwﬂdbcmmmmupﬂlﬁowoﬂﬂ,mﬁﬁ.e.
mﬂﬁﬁ,mcﬁfﬁiﬁew‘m‘sunﬁSm i

Based on our review of filings and of photographs of the Pawtucket Dam
taken during the past 2 months, the flashboards did not fail when the flows of
Merrimack River were approximately in the range of 20,000 0 37,000 ¢cfs. The
recoxd shows only partial failure or beuding of some of the pins.

flsoding concems, you are hereby dirested to immediately remove the flashboards.

Within 15 deys from the date of this letter, you must provide a report documenting
" smstprovide for Commmission approval s new design for supporting ins that
 wonld fail as originally designed. Do pe

{
Eynnhawmyquesﬁmplmmaw. Vedolz Sama st {202) 502~

6190.
: < Sivoerely,
/d‘ £l a5t ;_\?z_‘é-t&./

Willism Guey-Lee, Chief
ngineering & Jurisdiction Branch
nn [ d!t l A! kW I !-
and Compliance
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